Part 7-Fhht AANEE - In Memory of Tekie by Blin Language and

Culture Association in Norway

That AN

AT WE HDATE § A9%A A% LALLhM
0 ACTE LR9° 015 MSTH 2 TCAR
LVUTTr ATV #ALIN &1 Ur% A9°CH
RN E CAVIREST PV WG N L
L5 &% ok WA LOrLéE Tl
Thhl NLI°N RATE W° KNrhéTr @ V8P
ACKE 2 0L wbEHE HLCNE
EANTG £ hE9® ¢9° AT one sl
LT 91 oA RCD dha
WIPPONCOAN PITPC 260 NELFN. andar
&TRTirs 72 AL ML 18T Am-
7ML 7 NEI°0. RATNG 14 AN
Podirge:

L NALLC % MATLEC M), £ ECVELA
a S LA MG WE AT Al MEATIC
ACKTTAC oPOnCY TN s

£ NS om® TCoLCTA VPPNTIC™
That Ae-f 0L ANALS TN

Thh NG TCOL Nitd- - Lyn-hg:
Th: L M, AL LL9°0. NHa-0h
DAK-TIC MFhLT0N RLTNE WCHT
TCOLA: 852 hé MALA Lh- Thh
WO-NC AF~E AN 1h A0 AAET ok
a8k VNN 0. WGl avhé s Ths
Thah N ACKTEE W AT W AT
CEANC 40AIRE NTAs AT AT O
DL Fh oo AT oS NCHTrT L9
U ANNAZ £4- AT S0 D ANAL
ATNC NG OC WA £S5 1T ¢
ACHTie

AT Omg® L5 FhANT AAG FheA.
MPA@ALNC Tha L4he ACIO-ALTHC AT
Thh Tr:199271A AAS 071 ool 2Trd
AT Shdh O@eTr0 LAPLLA ATTH
OmI° W5 SL40N LnLh Aarpg® LT
O NHA 0FTOLC TN RCTTAN . he
AT-£: MFRC TP 2 280600
ACTH . Th: W 1o Wrlta-%,
O@-%, VPMITA AThA. 277 A 7°TrC 20
AFTAL AT AL - ACAz

IN MEMORY OF TEKIE

The Bengali philosopher and social
reformer Rabindranath Tagore wrote “the
one who plants trees, knowing that he will
never sit in their shade, has at least started
to understand the meaning of hfe!™ It
seems as if this man had people like Tekie
in mind. Tekie left a formidable legacy for
the next generations. Generations to come
have now the chance to know the history
of their ancestors and read and write in
their mother tongue. He worked hard until
the last minute. literally. from his hospital
bed. His death was a great loss to the Blin
community, he left a big void. On the other
hand, we feel proud when we consider his
achievements. It is not only Blin in the
diaspora and back home that appreciate the
works of Tekie. Other communities as well
have witnessed it.

What do we. The Blin Community in
Norway. say about Tekie? He was one of
the earliest comers to Norway. His home
was open to those who followed. he gave
his generous advice to all who needed it.
Not only people who settled in Norway did
get such help from him. We are sure
people who were on their way to other
places have stories to tell. At the beginning
he lived alone while doing all this, later he
had his beloved wife Meharite on his side.
Tekie never boasted of his human and
intellectual qualities. Seldom, in a
confidential setting, could he mention a
case.

He was one of those who took the initiative
to create Blin Language and Culture
Association in Norway. He was
instrumental in preparing the statutes of the
organization, and worked hard, together
with the other few members at that time, to
establish it. Even though he had lots of
other things to do. he never said I do not
have time, someone else must take this
task.
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Tekie was patient and mild spirited. you
never saw him angry and could easily
interact with young and old.

He appreciated the qualities of others and
encouraged people to do their best. He
attended meetings that mattered our
community, far away or near, representing
our organization but never asked for
expenses 10 be covered.

Sometimes during our meetings people
could getirritable and feelings could run
high. Tekie would smile and say “what sort
of people are we that cannot solve these
simple things? Have we to spend so much
time on these trifles?”

One thing that made Tekie sad was the fact
that although there are large numbers of
the Blin community members in almost
every comer of the world and although we
have more than enough human and
matenal resources, we have not been able
to make tangible progress as a community.
He used 1o say if every member of our
community could contribute $ 100 per
year. we could establish our own centers
where we could congregate and at least
preserve our language which is close to
extinction. We think these are great
thoughts and the next generation must take
a serious look at it.

We miss you. Tekie. Rest in peace.

Our sincere condolences to Meharite and
all family members.
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